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LA PETIT MORT

Queensland, Australia

                                                              

Queensland is more know for the Great Barrier Reef than it is for wine, but we think
that's due for a change. Just on the other side of the Great Dividing Range from
tropical beachfront lies one of the coolest wine regions in all Australia: the Granite
Belt. Cool but sunny, the Granite Belt is a lesson in paradoxes: wines can showcase
richness, boldness, and peak expressiveness at moderate alcohol levels. When you
get to know Glen Roberts, Andrew Scott, and Robert Richter, it's no surprise that
they've chosen this unlikely region as their home. In the late 1990s, Glen and Robert
were doing property development in Brisbane when a lot on the western edge of the
Granite Belt, near Ballandean, caught their eye: just along the Severn River at 770
meters in elevation, the pair knew enough to know what a prime viticultural site they
had snagged. Instead of outsourcing the responsibilities of their newfound wine
project, they dug in. With his background in biochemistry and medical research, Glen
studied winemaking. Robert, in turn, studied viticulture. They formed a winery called
Bent Road and planted their vines in the early 2000s. And the rest, as they say, is
history. That is, until Andrew Scott showed up. Andrew, a hospitality veteran who
dabbled in winemaking, had a chance meeting with Glen at a MW training group.
Andrew was immediately captivated by the Granite Belt. His trips up to visit the
winery became more and more frequent, and eventually he accepted an assistant
winemaker job there. With Andrew on board, the team developed a new concept: La
Petite Mort. Designed to be "unusual, confronting, and a little left of center" this label
allowed Andrew and Glen to experiment with new varieties and styles, which lead to
the creation of their own qvevri farm, stocked with 14 clay vessels buried
underground. Qvevri-aging and skin contact (well over 100 days for most wines) are
the hallmarks of their style, combined with their hallmark spirt of experimentation and
collaboration.

Owner :  Glen Roberts, Andrew Scott, and Robert Richter

Winemaker :  Andrew Scott

www.lapetitemort.com.au/
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